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Lilydale Bypass and  
Traffic Management
Potential traffic solutions have been contemplated 
for Lilydale since the 1970s when the concept of a 
bypass was proposed to address traffic congestion. 
Since this time, Lilydale has experienced significant 
uncertainty surrounding the delivery of a bypass which 
has compromised the ability to plan for and invest in 
the redevelopment of Main Street. Public feedback 
from the Issues and Opportunities Paper indicated 
there is strong community support for a bypass in  
the long-term. 

Based on this position the Draft Structure Plan 
explores the future road, traffic and streetscape 
improvements that could occur once the bypass is 
built along with improvements that could be done in 
the interim time period until a bypass is delivered,  
and how traffic can be managed. 

Do we need a Lilydale bypass?
The Maroondah Highway (Main Street) is a major 
arterial road, carrying regional traffic and freight 
through the town to destinations throughout the 
state. This has resulted in an environment that does 
not prioritise pedestrian and cyclist movements and 
reduces Main Street’s ability to be a place for locals 
and visitors to enjoy, and for businesses to thrive. 

The construction of a bypass would mean 
this new road could then carry traffic  
passing through the town, leaving Main 
Street to be reimagined as a vibrant, 
pedestrian-oriented centre of town. 

Fig. 1 Bypass alignment

https://www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/Home


What would the alignment of the 
bypass be?
Since the 1970s, there has been a long-term intention 
by the State Government to construct a bypass to 
divert traffic away from Main Street in the alignment 
shown in Fig 1. 

This is reflected in the Yarra Ranges Planning Scheme 
with a Public Acquisition Overlay (PAO) applying to 
this location to reserve the land for a bypass. A PAO is 
a planning control used to reserve land for acquisition 
for public purposes, such as a future road. 

Why not use another alignment? 
Other alignments are theoretically possible, however 
advice from the State Government is that the 
alignment shown on Fig 1 is the preferred route. The 
Public Acquisition Overlay already applies to this 
alignment so adjoining land owners are already aware 
of its proposed location.

The development of a bypass rests with the 
State Government and would be funded by 
State and Federal. Council would contribute 
funds to any planning and design, in 
collaboration with the State Government. 

What are the design options for  
the bypass?
There are potentially two main design options for the 
bypass, which relate to the topography of the land. 
The connections to Maroondah Highway to the west 
and the east are high points in the landscape, while in 
the centre of the route shown in Fig 1 (north of  
Box Hill Institute (BHI)) the level of the land is 
significantly lower. 

Option 1 is for the road to descend from the west 
to meet Hutchinson Street (north of BHI) at ground 
level in a signalised intersection, after which it would 
ascend to the east to meet Swansea Road (see  
Fig 2). This has the traffic advantage that it would 
allow convenient access to the bypass for Box 
Hill Institute, Kinley Estate (future Lilydale Quarry 
development), Lilydale High School, and other 
land uses in the area, including the Lilydale Market 
Shopping Centre. 

Fig. 2 – Bypass meets Hutchinson Street at ground level for Option 1



Fig. 3 – Bypass remains raised on pylons for Option 2

Option 2 is to keep the bypass road elevated through 
the entire area between the highway in the west, to 
Swansea Road in the east, so there would be no 
intersection with Hutchinson Street (see Fig 3). In this 
arrangement, Hutchinson Street (north of Box Hill 
Institute) would be extended southwards, underneath 
the elevated bypass structure, to connect the town 
centre into Box Hill Institute and Kinley Estate.

The position of the Draft Structure Plan is that option 2 
is preferable, for the following reasons:

Vehicle traffic

 ►  It improves bypass travel times by reducing the 
number of intersections, thereby making the bypass 
concept more viable

 ►  It decreases the severity of grade changes along the 
bypass route, making the bypass more attractive to 
freight westbound in particular, which does not need 
frequent gear changes, this will also reduce noise 
adjacent to Lilydale High School.

Ground level

 ►  It enables reuse of land beneath the elevated 
structure for a range of potential purposes, such as 
community gardens, parking, paths and trails. 

 ►  Below the elevated structure (under the bypass) 
there will be better pedestrian and cyclist 
movement. Like level crossing works at the train 
station, the bypass structure can be constructed on 
pylons rather than embankments made with earth, 
leaving the ground free for movement. 

Relationship of land uses south of bypass to  
town centre

 It connects BHI and Kinley more directly with the 
Lilydale town centre along Hutchinson Street, 
encouraging a closer functional and economic 
relationship. For example, in option 1, traffic from 
these sites may prefer to visit Chirnside Park for food 
and retail, or other centres in the region, accessed via 
the bypass. However, in option 2,  
use of Lilydale town centre is encouraged because the 
connection to the bypass for this traffic is not  
as close by.

Environment

 ►  It reduces environmental impact, by remaining 
above the level of the Olinda Creek

How would the bypass effect 
Lilydale economically?
Economic advice in the Ethos Urban background 
report for the Structure Plan indicates it is expected 
that Main Street would continue to function strongly. 
It would be supported by a significant population, a 
diverse local economy, and range of businesses that 
are not dependent on the road being a highway. The 
building of a bypass would enable the improvement of 
streetscapes and urban design in and around the Main 
Street to improve amenity, pedestrian access and 
further position this area as a regional destination. 

https://shaping.yarraranges.vic.gov.au/lilydale-structure-plan


While Lilydale awaits a bypass,  
what will be done in the interim? 
As there is currently no timing commitment from the 
State Government to fund the design and construction 
of a bypass, the Structure Plan considers how the 
road network can be managed in the interim, in a  
way that:

 ►  Is complementary to a long-term bypass solution

 ►  Does not undermine Council’s advocacy efforts  
to State Government

 ►  Keeps the traffic flowing in Lilydale in a  
reasonable way

 ►  Plans for a series of road network improvements to 
occur over time, to:

•  Increase use of Hutchinson Street to manage 
Kinley Estate traffic, with quick access to  
Main Street

•  Decrease use of John Street and Hardy Street as 
through routes, and local access routes

•  Manage Main Street’s role, as one that shares its 
main traffic arterial function with improved spaces 
for pedestrians, cyclists, local businesses and  
the community 

 Council will continue to advocate to State Government 
for the bypass. 


