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Position Description

Stormwater
Community Reference Panel
2025—2029

Volunteer Community Representatives




Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014

Council advises that some of the personal information submitted by applicants for this position will be added to our database for communication and administrative purposes only, and will not be disclosed to any parties other than those involved in the selection process.  When managing information we abide by the Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014 (Victoria) and the Information Privacy Principles.


[bookmark: _Toc528590485][bookmark: _Toc127159614]INTRODUCTION 
Yarra Ranges Council is seeking expressions of interest for ten (10) volunteer community representatives to take part in the Stormwater Community Reference Panel (SCRP). The 10 positions consist of:
· Ten (10) general community positions.
[bookmark: _Toc127159615][bookmark: _Toc127159689][bookmark: _Toc127169931][bookmark: _Toc245280399][bookmark: _Toc245280611][bookmark: _Toc245280645][bookmark: _Toc245280679][bookmark: _Toc528590486][bookmark: _Toc127159616]The Yarra Ranges municipal area covers an area of 2450 square km. Council own 2%, private ownership is 30% and 68% is Crown land. The land is a mix of farming, residential, commercial, industrial, and townships. It also has state forest and drinking water catchments.

The Yarra Ranges contains pristine waterways, including the headwaters of the Yarra River. The community value these and they have high ecological importance. Rain that falls in the catchments makes its way to these waterways. When development happens, areas that were once forest, farm or more natural surfaces end up becoming covered with concrete and other ‘hard’ surfaces. Increased hard surfaces cause more rainwater to flow over the landscape rather than naturally soaking into the soil. This causes higher than natural flows of water to enter streams and creeks. The outcome is potential erosion and damage to fish and platypus habitat.

The stormwater runoff can also pick up debris, chemicals, sediment, and other pollutants, which can make its way to our waterways. Our waterways need to be protected by keeping some of the stormwater within the catchment. This needs to be balanced with maintaining flood protection.

Water and flooding are part of our natural environment and landscape. But there is not always an engineering solution for every stormwater issue. The municipality faces several local flood management and drainage challenges. There are over 4,900 properties known to be at risk of flooding from waterways or underground drains. More developments and an increase in extreme rainfall events because of climate change are also pressures to the existing drainage system. 

We are looking for people who can advise Council on stormwater related issues in Yarra Ranges and contribute to raising greater awareness and understanding in the local community of the Stormwater Management Plan 2024-2034 actions, plans and ensuring that the Yarra Ranges community is well-positioned to address future challenges. Council relies on input from our reference panel members to give us relevant feedback on stormwater related issues.

The SCRP will provide essential community insights to guide the development and implementation of the Yarra Ranges Stormwater Management Plan (SWMP), ensuring that community concerns and values are incorporated into stormwater planning decisions. The panel will play a central role in shaping implementation of the SWMP, contributing valuable perspectives on managing stormwater and flood risks, and informing strategic actions to address these challenges across the municipality.


FUNCTIONS OF THE PANEL
The SCRP will provide essential community insights to guide the development and implementation of the Yarra Ranges Stormwater Management Plan (SWMP), ensuring that community concerns and values are incorporated into stormwater planning decisions. The panel will play a central role in shaping implementation of the SWMP, contributing valuable perspectives on managing stormwater and flood risks, and informing strategic actions to address these challenges across the municipality.
The SCRP will help support the implementation of Stormwater Management Plan 2024-2034, by:
· Representing a range of sectors and opinions relating to or impacting stormwater within Yarra Ranges Council;
· [bookmark: _Toc528590487]Provide local knowledge and expertise about stormwater with Yarra Ranges and impacts to them;
· Being a voice to Council for people with an interest in Stormwater Management in Yarra Ranges; 
· Assisting Council in the consultative process and providing feedback on Council processes and policies, and supporting Council’s decision making, and;
· Monitoring the achievement of actions under the Stormwater Management Plan. 

POSITION OBJECTIVE(S) AND COMMITMENT
As a community representative on the panel, your role is to provide local insights and input to guide the strategic work of Yarra Ranges Council’s Stormwater Management Plan. The SCRP Terms of Reference 2025-2029 outlines the roles and expectations of panel members. 
As a community representative, you will have a unique opportunity to network and collaborate with fellow community members and professionals within the stormwater industry. It will enable you to represent your local community while enhancing your skills and knowledge, particularly in communication and negotiation. Members will: 
· Serve a two-year term
· Attend 3 annual meetings (3 per year), held on a selected on time on pre-agreed Thursday afternoons in person at the Council offices in Lilydale with hybrid attendance supported. 
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Members of the Panel will, as far as possible, be representative of the community, with the following guiding member appointment recommendations:
1. Representative community demographics:
a) Aboriginality;
b) Gender and gender identification; 
c) Cultural background;
d) Ability;
e) Age;
f) Nationality; 
g) Socioeconomic status;
h) Housing status, 
i) and geographic location.

2. Live or work in Yarra Ranges.
3. Have a personal interest in stormwater management.
4. be personally or professionally impacted by flooding within the Yarra Ranges municipality.
5. Be able to commit to attending the regular meetings of the Panel.
6. Have a passion for working with Council to support better stormwater management. 
APPOINTMENT PROCESS
Applications will be considered against the selection criteria and short-listed applicants will be interviewed by a selection panel. The recommended members of the Panel will be appointed by the Council.

WANT TO KNOW MORE?
If you’d like to know more before applying contact Elissa Merriweather, Executive Officer Strategic Projects (Stormwater Management) on 03 9294 6610
or via e.merriweather@yarraranges.vic.gov.au

APPLY
You can apply by either visiting our Expression of Interest link on the Yarra Ranges Stormwater Management Shaping website, or by scanning the QR code below.
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Applications close 11.59pm Friday 21st December 2024.
	Privacy Statement
Any personal information about you or a third party in your correspondence will be protected under the provisions of the Information Privacy Act 2000.  It will only be used or disclosed to appropriate Ministerial, Statutory Authority, or departmental staff in regard to the purpose for which it was provided, unless required or authorised by law. Enquiries about access to information about you held by the Department should be directed to the Manager Privacy, Department of Sustainability & Environment, PO Box 500, East Melbourne, 8002.
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